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Optech announces the 
retirement of Dr. J. 
Douglas Houston, Vice 
President Corporate 
Services. As one of the 
first employees of the 
company, Dr. Houston 
had a personal hand 
in many of Optech’s 
early advances in lidar 
technology, laying 
the groundwork for 
the advanced systems 
Optech delivers today.

While a graduate 
student at the University of Western Ontario and 
then at York University under Optech founder and 
Chairman Dr. Allan Carswell, Doug Houston per-
formed the first lidar measurements ever made in 
Canada. Doug joined Optech soon after its founding 
in 1974, and was responsible for many of Optech’s 
advances and ‘firsts’ in the lidar industry. His 
work on airborne profilometers eventually led to 
Optech’s ALTM airborne laser terrain mappers, and 
he helped design and build the LARSEN 500 lidar 
bathymeter, a predecessor to SHOALS and Optech’s 
CZMIL Coastal Zone Mapping and Imaging Lidar.

Doug will continue in a part-time consulting role as 
Glenn Farrington, VP of Operations assumes his respon-
sibilities. Glenn has 16 years of experience with Optech, 
including seven years as Deputy Director and then 
General Manager of the Airborne Business Unit.  Glenn 
was promoted to his VP role three years ago. With the 
solid scientific and engineering foundation established 
by pioneers like Dr. Houston, and the management 
expertise brought by the new Teledyne synergies, 
Optech is remaining true to the legacy of innovation and 
is poised to transform the industry once again.
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Hello!
Let me first wish you a Happy New Year!
I am inviting you to contribute chapters: To the 
“Handbook of Research on Geospatial Science and 
Technologies” scheduled to be published by IGI Global 
(formerly Idea Group Inc.), please see the attachment 
and please visit www.igi-global.com for more information. 
This publication is anticipated to be released in 2015. 
For more information about this book, please visit: 
http://www.igi-global.com/publish/call-for-papers/
call-details/1165.
To submit a Chapter, please visit the following 
LINK: http://www.igi-global.com/ChapterSubmission.
aspx?ProjectId=a5f92966-cbf1-43e5-a966-95ea2c4de4dd.
Please distribute as much as possible so that this call 
for chapters could reach the types of professionals for 
this publication.
Kind Regards,
Joyce Maphanyane
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